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STAFF 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS







JILL BONAVIA-GALLIGANI


➤Directed the summer 
theatre production: 
Mary Poppins, Jr. 


➤Directed the fall 
musical: Mamma Mia!


FINE ARTS / ENGLISH TEACHER







MATT BONGES
➤Coached Vikings in the 


H-F Chess Club at the 
IHSA State 
Tournament


SCIENCE TEACHER







STEFANIE CAMILLI
➤Earned her Master of 


Arts Degree in 
Education - Youth 
Development from 
the University of 
Illinois - Chicago


WORLD LANGUAGE TEACHER







MARK CIESIELSKI
➤Co-hosted H-F’s 


historic Virtual Prom 
& co-produced the 
Class of 2020 
Commencement 
Video 


➤Coached VBC 
students in state & 
national competitions


FINE ARTS TEACHER







CHRISTINA CLARK
➤Earned her Master’s 


Degree in Family & 
Consumer Sciences 
from Eastern Illinois 
University


APPLIED ACADEMICS TEACHER







KATIE COLE
➤Received Donus D. 


Roberts Coaching 
Excellence Award 
from the National 
Speech & Debate 
Association 


➤Coached our H-F 
Debate team to many 
successes


ENGLISH TEACHER







CATHERINE COOK
➤Presented Be-YOU-tiful 


& Priceless, Period! at 
Joliet Junior College’s 
10th Annual Black Girl 
Teen Summit


ENGLISH TEACHER







KRYSTAL DAVIS
➤Received a scholarship 


from the Freedoms 
Foundation to attend 
the 2020 Medal of 
Honor Legacy WWII 
Graduate Teacher 
Program 


➤Was a speaker at the 
#OneLastEduHamChi 
Celebration


SOCIAL SCIENCE TEACHER







JON ELFNER
➤Worked as a 


contributor — 
producing two 
episodes in summer 
& fall — to a 
nationally syndicated 
radio show, Our 
American Stories


SOCIAL SCIENCE TEACHER







CATHY FREDERICKSON
➤Received two grants: 


$1,000 NEA 
microgrant & $1,200 
IEA Ltl grant 


➤Serves on the Illinois 
Education 
Association’s Board 
of Directors


SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER







SHANNYN GILLESPIE
➤Coached a Viking at 


the IHSA State 
Wrestling 
Tournament


INSTRUCTIONAL ASSISTANT







PAT GNASTER
➤Named the recipient of 


the Illinois 
Association of School 
Board’s 2019 Holly 
Jack Outstanding 
Service Award


EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT







CANDI HELSEL-WILK
➤Earned her Master’s 


Degree of Fine Arts 
in Independent Film 
& Digital Imaging 
from Governors State 
University 


➤Served as a board 
member for the 
Homewood Arts 
Council


FINE ARTS TEACHER







MATT HOLDREN
➤Received a Those 


Who Excel Award of 
Merit from ISBE 


➤Co-hosted H-F’s 
historic Virtual Prom 
& co-produced the 
Class of 2020 
Commencement 
Video


FINE ARTS / ENGLISH TEACHER







MAUREEN KELLY
➤Trained as a new team 


member for Next 
Steps - Illinois


INSTRUCTIONAL ASSISTANT







VON MANSFIELD
➤Appointed Vice Chair 


of the College Board’s 
Oak Circle Executive 
Board for a two-year 
tenure 


➤Appointed to the IASA 
Cook South Region 
Representative 
Governmental 
Relations & Advocacy 
Committee


SUPERINTENDENT







ALYSSA MARASSA
➤Earned her Master’s 


Degree in Family & 
Consumer Sciences 
from Eastern Illinois 
University


APPLIED ACADEMICS TEACHER







KRISTY MARCORDES
➤Earned her Master’s 


Degree of Fine Arts 
in Independent Film 
& Digital Imaging 
from Governors State 
University


FINE ARTS TEACHER







SAHAR MUSTAFAH
➤Her novel, The Beauty 


of Your Face, was 
published in April, then 
selected as an Editor’s 
Choice book in the New 
York Times Book Review 


➤Her short story, 
Triumph, was named a 
finalist for The Missouri 
Review’s Editor’s Prize


ENGLISH TEACHER







ERIC OLSON
➤Coached a Viking who 


competed at the IHSA 
Girls Swimming 
State Tournament


PE/HEALTH/DE TEACHER







COURTNEY PESHA
➤Earned her Master’s 


Degree in Family & 
Consumer Sciences 
from Eastern Illinois 
University


APPLIED ACADEMICS TEACHER







BRENDAN PONTOW
➤Coached Viking 


competitors at the 
IHSA Girls Tennis 
State Tournament 


SCIENCE TEACHER







ALICIA RODRIGUEZ
➤Served as a member of 


the Young Adult 
Library Services 
Association and the 
Association of 
Illinois School 
Library Educators


LIBRARIAN







MICHAEL SACKS
➤Coached H-F 


Mathletes to have two 
IHSA State qualifiers 


➤Coached Scholastic 
Bowl to an IHSA 
Sectional 
Championship


MATHEMATICS TEACHER







MATT SMALL
➤Earned his Master’s 


Degree of Arts in 
Educational 
Leadership: Principal 
Endorsement from 
Lewis University


SOCIAL SCIENCE TEACHER







KIM SMITH
➤Awarded a Center for 


Disease Control 
Science Ambassador 
Fellowship to study at 
the CDC’s 
headquarters this 
summer


SCIENCE DEPT. CHAIR







ZENIA SMITH
➤Coached the 


Viking Co-Ed Cheer 
Team at the IHSA 
State Tournament


INSTRUCTIONAL ASSISTANT







NANCY SPANIAK
➤Received a Those 


Who Excel Award of 
Excellence from the 
Illinois State Board of 
Education


DIRECTOR OF CURRICULUM,  
INSTRUCTION & PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT







CHRIS STIGLIC
➤Coached a Viking who 


qualified for the IHSA 
Boys Golf State 
Tournament


SCIENCE TEACHER







WENDY STIGLIC
➤Earned her 


certification as a 
Library Information 
Specialist through 
Dominican University 


WORLD LANGUAGE TEACHER







JANINE STROEMER
➤Named the Second 


Vice President of the 
Illinois 
Communication & 
Theatre Association 


➤Coached the H-F 
Speech team to many 
successes, including at 
IHSA State


ENGLISH TEACHER







KENIRIK WATSON
➤Selected to be the end-


of-the-year Chapel 
Ceremony Speaker for 
Cornerstone Christian 
Academy


INSTRUCTIONAL ASSISTANT







LAUREN WELLS-MANN
➤Served as Assistant 


Director at GSU’s 
production of Crowns 


➤Wrote & directed 
Mother of the Dark 
Water for Chicago Park 
District’s Nights Out 
in the Parks Program


FINE ARTS TEACHER







SARAH WHITLOCK
➤Presented two 


professional-
development sessions 
for music teachers at 
this year’s Illinois 
Music Educators 
Conference


FINE ARTS TEACHER







J.R. WILLARD-ROSE
➤Directed Leaders In 


Theatre Ensemble’s 
TRAP 


➤Directed the 
children’s play: The 
Last Stop on Market 
Street


FINE ARTS TEACHER







NICK ANELLO, 
BRODERICK BOOTH & 


ALICIA RODRIGUEZ
Served on the 


Equity-Oriented  
Strategic-Planning 


Partnership 
Academy Cohort 







IHSA STATE CHAMPIONS







IHSA STATE CHAMPION - 
SPEECH HUMOROUS INTERPRETATION: 


ARIEL DAVIS
Coach: Janine Stroemer







IHSA TWO-TIME STATE CHAMPION - BOYS DIVING: 
JACK WILLIAMS


Coaches: Rick Carlson & John Fitzgerald







ALL-SCHOOL AWARDS & 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS







NAMED TO U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORTS’ 
BEST HIGH SCHOOLS LIST







MEDIA, VISUAL & PERFORMING ARTS ACADEMY: 
HAD ITS FIRST CLASS OF GRADUATES COMPLETE THE 


TWO-YEAR PROGRAM (29 STUDENTS)






